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WOMEN'S ROLES IN CINEMA

Nowhere in the world at any time do we come across a film
without a woman in the story. The producers by and large are
depicting nothing but degradation, surrender, submissiveness and
obedience in the woman characters. To this day a film accepting
the individuality, right to equality, status, dignity and position of
women, worth the name is a rare phenomenon.

If we ponder over the texture and tenor of the films of the
present day, feelings of pain, despair, despondency and disgust
spring within us. At the end of the film, the woman falls at the
feet of her husband. The producers strive hard to convince the
viewers that the woman will go astray or will become spoilt if she
steps beyond the threshold of the home. The ultimate fate of a
woman humiliated and raped by a vicious man is to marry him. The
message is sought to be brought home that society will be gladdened
at such an outcome and that otherwise she will be an outcast. The
only other alternative is that she shall end her life. The woman
should submit to her husband even if he torments and commits
atrocities against her. She must suffer gladly with a pleasant face
and with a tolerant spirit his dominance and male-chauvinism. The
producers characterise the woman who gets a divorce as haughty
and arrogant. The director shows an educated woman as horribly
proud. He depicts a working woman as not only non-submissive
to her husband but also as one who rejects him. The woman social
worker is painted as a doll in a show case. The woman who works
for the emancipation of her sisters through women's organisations
is depicted as one who neglects her family responsibilities and duties.
The idea that marriage is to be preferred to education is emphasised.
If any woman decides to remain unmarried, she is said to have
grossly offended the moral code and there are allegations about ther
chastity. The underlying thesis in all films is that a woman is a
weak creature (abala), that she is like a creeper, always needing
the support and protection of men. The idea that the husband's
violence is the essence of an oppressed woman's life and that the
solution to her problem is rebellion is ingnored. Uptii now, we do
not have a film with artistic values conveying such an idea. Thus,
such a wonderful and powerful medium like the cinema has
futile in respect of women.